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Engaging activities utilized over three class visits; tailored for skills needed for that particular session, 
while reinforcing what was learned at previous session(s). 
 
Session 1: Finding & Evaluating Statistics 
• Evaluating Websites: Create an online poll within LibGuides that includes 3 different websites 
related to obesity.  Students look at and evaluate each website, and vote on whether it is a 
“credible, cite-worthy source”, a “non-reputable source” or “Don’t know”. 
o After everyone has voted, look at the results and discuss as a class. 
 
• Formatting Citations: In groups of four, students take a statistics website and create a citation 
using APA style (have general citation example on the LibGuide for reference).  Each group 
writes their citation on the board and discusses/corrects with the class. 
 
Session 2: Conducting a Literature Review 
 
• Concept Mapping:  Students watch a short YouTube video on concept mapping (we used a 
video posted by the University of Illinois Undergraduate Library:  http://youtu.be/av5PKePIkcE).  
Students take a few minutes to create a concept map on their own topic.  Divide class into 
groups of four, and have them put one of their concept maps on the board to explain/discuss 
with the entire class. 
 
• Database Searching:  Everyone conducts a search in Scopus and PsycINFO and compares 
outcomes as well as ways to narrow/limit results and find more information within the 
databases.  A student uses the instructor’s computer at the front of the class to show how they 
used Scopus, and another student demonstrates how they searched PsycINFO.  Librarians and 
professor chime in to highlight key points. 
 
Session 3: Identifying Intervention Studies 
 
• Brainstorming:  Give each student a small stack of Post-its and have them write as many 
keywords for “intervention” as possible, each on an individual note.  Ask students to stick their 
Post-its on the board, clustering same word/phrases together.  This will create a student-driven 
word cloud that can be discussed as a class.  After class the librarians use Wordle to create an 
electronic word cloud to add to the LibGuide for students’ reference. 
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Ethical Use of 
Information: 
Are sources 
cited clearly and 
properly?  
All citations are complete 
and formatted correctly 
in appropriate style.  
Citations are generally 
complete and formatted 
correctly, with some minor 
mistakes.  
Citations are generally 
complete and formatted 
correctly, with several 
mistakes. 
Many incomplete citations 
with several formatting 
mistakes. 
Citations are incomplete, 
with no attention to 
format. 
Source Quality: 








All sources are clearly 
appropriate for the topic.  
Sources are timely, of 
reputable scholarship, 
and from relevant 
disciplines.  
All sources appear 
appropriate for the topic.  
Most sources are timely, of 
reputable scholarship, and 
from relevant disciplines. 
Most sources appear 
appropriate for the topic.  
Most sources are timely, of 
reputable scholarship, and 
from relevant disciplines. 
Most sources do not 
appear appropriate for the 
topic.  Sources lack 
relevancy and are not of an 
appropriate level of 
scholarship. 
Sources are not 
appropriate for the topic.  
Sources lack relevancy and 
are not of an appropriate 
level of scholarship.  
Source Breadth: 
Are sources 
from a variety of 
journals, 
authors, 
websites, etc.?  
Bibliography contains a 
comprehensive number 
of varied and appropriate 
sources, including books, 
articles, web pages, 
statistical information, 
etc.   
Bibliography contains a 
number of varied sources 
and authors. 
 
Bibliography contains some 
variety in sources. Same 
author/publication/website 
comprises a number of the 
sources used. 
Bibliography lacks variety 
in sources.  Same 
author/publication/website 
comprises the majority of 
the sources utilized. 
No variety of sources cited. 
Same 
author/publication/website 






     
 
